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Lord Biſhop of SARUM. 


My Lord, 
Ti occaſion of this Sermon, wp 


but rarely bappew's, baving 
ſwaded me to the ebb ing of it; it ; The 


extraordinary favours which 1 bave con 
ftantly received from your E602 £ 
will, I X excuſe the prefixin 

reat a Name to ſo incor 
aper. _— that it may be ac- 
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$rFRMON. 


"Preache at the Canmerarion 
of x Chappel in 'the Houſe 'of - 


"JPN COLLINS, Ek. 


i Kings 9. 3 . 


Hnd the Lord ſaid unto him, 1 have heard thy Prayer, 
and thy Sapplicetion, which thow baft made before 
we. I have hallowed this Houſe that thou haſt built, 
Po put ivy Name # yo gy ejes and 
mine Dh ſhall be t 


Heſe Words are the beginning of that 
Anſwer, which God gave to Solomon's 
Prayer, at the Dedication of the 
yo_ The Devotion of which 

, C fet down in the fore- 


C t the Magnificence of the 
pong Char "equate - exp irnt 16:-S-y 


that Ma whoſe Ns 
toda and juſtifies, and ia 90 3E the | 


than an Example to this dayes emniy 
For —— ha Promiſe of ſo maeh grace 90 By our 
may lets proportionate to.nothing, | but the, glory 
.of Solomons Temple, on - Priviledges here Lady ri 
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_ to big for ep FIR yet ſigce i ince Jounes: 
can be no more contained in one, than 


Ear and 


may. alſo fill a leſſer Oratory ciecb ho bidews 
ence? into our Tlolkts, dom 
placez and ſuppoſe a preſence. attentive to' —_ 
Religious performance. | 
Solawpn likewile upderftpad ry welks -batbas a 
Philoſopher; anda Divine, b a3 by Reye- 
lation, the infinite nature of God nd His Omni- 
preſence; that the Heaven of Heavens could not 
contain him, much Jeſs the Houſe which he had buile. 
He intended not to impriſon the Godhead , in a 
place of thirty Cubirs high,'or'ts nail the Divitiey 
( as the Heathens dic} the Goddefsot Vitory) te the 
Walls of His Temple'r he forgornot, that 'a clean 
Heart, \and gpurtified Sou}, were the habitatifns. | 
which God loved'z and fincere 4. the Sa- - 
crifice wherein He delighted ; he reſees all thoſe 
weak reaſonings, which have lance 
courage that Piety in the World(which wangmuch 
rather to be mflamed ) and to accuſe the Re. 
tFigious defignes of Idolatry and —— He dd 
dr em (1 ay)and did Safaocittn - did 
felt. "Far irene wo.paf; rap bh) 
FF a hl the Houſe of the Lord; the Lord, aps 
peared uigrp him and ſaid,” 7 have beard thy Prager, 
and thy Swpplication which thou haſt made &c. From. 
which words we will conſider, , 
1 \ The meaning F'to Hattow or Sanctifie,. ' 701 
2, The Detlixation of Placesto Gods Warkigg 
I The Effe@tsvfe 


Inedrnfoniedey... The Irac-. 
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lites.8 holy: People, ay Gog/ himſclf ſpeaks, 7 
+ have ſeperatedyen from other prople, that you ſho 

*' be mine, and ye ſhall be « boly People nnto we, And 
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n, d 
from others of the World', and of a far more Di 
vine Revelation ;- whereby they might be excited 
tothe Acquiſition of Excellencies , which in 
the Obje&t of their Worſhip they did adore; "and 
thoſe names ( of an asextended meaning, -as thavof 
Chriſtians ) rather what they ought tobe; 
than aſſure us what they were; for —_ - thoſe 
Saihts were found ſtrange Iimmorſalities, altogether 
contradiQory to the Sacredneſs.of their Vocatior; 
So fallacious is it, from the moſt ous pretences 
to infer a Rea] Santiry : becanſe the isa ves 
rg pn: 
; ; too juſt, which @xintifien upon 
Itie, Fremi- Philoſophers of his A No#' enim virture &- ftu- 
diis , ut haberemmur Philoſophi laborabamt , ſed ual 
tm, & triftitiam, O- difſentientem'1 eterir bubitus 
peſſineis moribus pr Sant, 001% D Viik 01 257 
' To Haltow therefore; or #o SanQifiey"is to treat 
anything , 'or to behiave ourſelves towards it, ab. 
the Nature of its Holineſs ſhall-require. We thei 
hallow the Name of God, when with the deepeſt 
ſenſe we acknowledge his Greatneſs, fear his Power, | 
lovehis Goodneſs, triſthis Faithfulneſs ,-devourty 
admire and imitate every of his Excellencles , when' 
all ovr thoughts, words, and a&ions are ſtill eorw- 
poſed moſt becoming” of his Majeſty , nor in theny 
any thing uuworthy of fo 1 rable'a Beiny 
(whoſe, both' as Creatures" and Chriſtians; we = | 


arethen hallowed , when heat ques 
oyments of the' World, 

lar Service of God in 
» the Offict , they enjoy that 
onout and reſpeſt which is due to the Agents of 
'reat a Maſter : And ſd the Prieſthood hath been 
ourcd ith all Ages, in all Religions; their Perſons 


which are wont to make a Repy- 


attainments of the Age wherein we live, the 
infact be = One! a ſtrong Exception, 
Ts 5 become the Sub- 
$ ) 1n vail ſhall we 
ronbl our ſelves Ny Tana - out other Reaſonsof 
np oy y_ muſt'be u}timately reſolved 
decay of K ues, ton, .and of 
ot Godt dont his Þ $ not , what 
t, Wiſdom , be Pies can oblige? or what 
s defended hi Wow —— Nec Apollinis 
Letexit ? Tn the mean while, weeannot but j x 
ly wohder, thar he who all 'alongretendsto 


Toit 
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d Sacted as their' Office, and received with | 
ration. ( ious and Refplendent+ and if to the 


h of tis Commonwealth in the , 
xv (50 dugg 0 eytrong the Homours, In- 


prev and 'Prattiſcs of Univerſal Mankind , 
ſhould not remember that _— never wasany Na- 
tion, 


£69... 4: 
tion, Time, or Place, how Barbarous foever, which » 
wan, mo, bly Civil in thisz and thought them-. | 
ſelves d to reward the Procurators of their 
Religion with the bett and greateſt of worldly 
things. So that the cfſet of hs Politicks may be 
very much to ſpoil Chriſtianity, by complying with 
the corrupt humours of men 3 bur ſhall never be #- 
ble to introduce any other ung Bend Religron , the 
Prieſthood whereof ſhall not have a conſiderable 
Rule and Intereſt jn the World , when all he hath 
{aid to the contrary ſhall be forgotten. 
The Sandtitication which the Chriſtian Dottrine 
ecacheth , ( deveſted of thoſe adventitious niceties, 
whereby the diſputing humourof ſome hath' much 
tpailed the ancient ſimplicity of its Nature) is re- 
tolved into the two things we have diſcourſed : 
1) The Dedication of our ſelves to God (visz.) 
1m Baptiln: (2) And the management of our ſelyes 
according tothe Holineſs of that Relation : For in 


Bapriſm we were admitted into the Church , incor- 
poratc d into that Divine Sony , and made Parta- 
4 


kers of all the Priviledges of the Goſpel. Here we 
were taken jnto the Protection of the Holy Gholt, 
as the Jews ſay their Baptized Profſelite was put 
F22v 1922 FIN under the Wings of the Divinity : 
by- the afliſtance of which H, Spirit, the Power of 
—_—_ Sin (whereinſoever i doth conſiſt) is over- 
ballanced, and our own induſtry concurring, made 
incticCtual; as the''Jews alſo believed the P77 5x? 
vicious inclination was taken away by Circumcili- 
on. So that firice the infuſion. of Vertnous Babits 
hath but ſelcom been cxperienccd, and brings but 
[:1ttic reaſon, {or which in theſe our days we Fould 
belicveit, what canbe demanded more, as nceetia- 


ry 


% 


= 


. 

to our Sancti than to be put into poſſeſs 
10n of thoſe Sprhua helps , which-arealways'al- 
Gifting our endeavours: > or where can we 


fix the date of it*, but in” that Sacrament where 

ſuch a Right was beltowed 2 Hither alſo muſt be 

referred ion, Adoption and Jultitication, 

all which Bleffings' are-the Ads of God., by that 

means which in his Church he- hatty ordained , by 

Baptiſm confirmed unto us :-But whether or no we 

| have forfeited them in our after-lives, will not be 
knowntill the Day of Judgment, For they are all 
Judicial 'Adts , and the words, with many more in 
our Religion, terms not only of the Jewiſh, but 
RomanLaw; and do; in their nature, ſuppoſe a 
Corporation, but as diſtinct from the Temporal, as 
the things ſignifieq by them tranſcend the Graces 
of. Princes, or the1 ences of any Imperial Con- 
Kitution. To this I will only add, that if in Atro- 
noamy, Philoſophy, Anatomy , and other Sciences, 
that Hypotheſes is by all eſteemed beſt and neareſt 
truth, which doth molt cally, naturally and conſi- 
ſtently explain the appearances proper to it ; then 
that the Chiurch is a diſtinct Society, {though uport 
; noother reaſons) will ſtrongly challenge our be. 
lief, becauſe upon this doth depend the Nature of 
many:Effential' parts in Religion, the Solution of 
which is it vain cl{ewhereto be expetted. 

. 2« The ſecond thing is'the Dedication of Places 
for Gods Worſtiip; wherewe will enquire (1 ) The 
Antiquity of them. (2) What this Dedication doth 

imply as the reafonablenefs of it. 

4; It cannot be doubted: that Religion-1s as Old 

as Humane Nature , the ſenſe of mans own necefhi. 

ties: forcibly producing an acknowledgment of a 
2 more 
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(8) | 
more Exce]lent Being, upon whom he doth depend: 
And if Reaſon or Cogitation be the Formality of 
the Sou], Religion. or Dependenee mult be che 
tirſt Subje&t whereupon thoſe Faculties muſt be im- 
ployed. But Religion (no dull or fluggiſh, but an 
ative and vigorous thing) will make its appearance 
by outward ſigns, and viſible effe&ts; and there- 
tore inthe Infancy of the World , it ſoon put forth 
it ſelf inall- material circumſtances: They offered 
Sacrifice, and at a certain time; for ſo the words 
D'D po (Ger. 4.) ſignifie , a fixed pericd of a 
conſtant Revolution. That it was at aſtated place 
is reaſpuablc, becauſe in Paradiſe there ſeems to 
have been one place , where more <lpecially God 
manifeſted his Preſence, from which Adam tied, ho- 
ping to be concealed. After the Flood Neab built 
an Altar to the Lord , and Jacob took a Stone; and 
{et it for a Pillar, and called it #4hel; -and endowed 
It with the tenth of his whole Eſtate; which the 
Gentiles imitating , worſhipped their Gads in the 
{ſhape of unpoliſhed ſtones, and called them Baſſuaa, 
Their unſetled way of living, or the impertegion of- 
Arts, ſtinted the - expreſſions of their Devotions, 
whichin aſter-Ages let it ſelf looſe to that Superſti- 
tiqus Prodigality , in the number and Magnificence 
of their Temples, which we read, and cannot but 
admire in Gre:k, and Roman: Story, | Andithis was 
only atrue deduCtion;from-the Law of Natiire ;, for 
there were Temples in the Gentile World ,| before 
cither the Tabernacle of Avoſes, or that of Solowons 
tothe _— of which, neither by any Command 
from:God,. or Covenant of the Jewiſh: Law, didihe 
{tand obliged. 13) 1/1 20m 6 


There was indeed aſort of haughty and moroſs 
Philoſo- 


(9) 

Philoſophers, - who alone outbraved mankind, and 
boaſted their'own perfeCtions; :in affront to all the 
world beſides, S—_— down; for the foundati- 
on of their: morality ; : all things; out-of the 
power of Mans own Ml . were ddumey, neither 
good nor evils, made themſelves. i independent of 
any external cauſe, 4nd:theSpring ct:all their hap- 


pineſs to be intheirown boſomes, upon which oy 
rew proud, and inſolent, difdainar to alk the 
iſtance of God himſelf. — fulte quid fetigas Dew? 
fac te felicem, It was tono pprpole, to trouble hea- 
' ven foritheſethings, they.cguld beſtow-upon them- 
ſelves, "when they /pleaſed; // 
ſeemed unneceſſary to prayto: ialfl 
thought. Temples in{ignifcant , and no other than 
Monuments of mens wilful 'carclefsnefs in the emen- 
__ of their own minds, | For {0 Cats in Lacan, 

being adviſed to.aſk counſel of Jupiter, 
Oracle , afterthe death of Powpep. anſwers, in; thei 
uſual way of affectation;  -// 

Eftne Dei ſelles, niffTerrs, & Pontus &- Py 
- EtCelum,&-Virtns.s Shperos quid SIR uhtra? 


ba > 11 fg we vides.-—m> . and Zee, was Fintearchur de 
"Rs wn nd. - corum Re» 


of Atheiſin, for his'Opigiop, 


Tie « Omnipreſence of theDeity, and preſumprti- 
on of their own, gy the two Top picks UP- 
con which all 
of Relig in? Which, meth Et Fa 
ory. to the. common. ſence of ma 
that it tieeds no _ t {oy ang belides that 
the boaltings of t ir C yain fJ 
were, the {eycreſt of that, Set have been | 
acknowledge, But indeed the fonndation of to, 


Llliad. TFT 


, (1a) .Y 
and moſt their fours Opinions , was nothing but © 
their Dofrine of Fatality , which gave life and vi- - 
gour to. all their Singularitiesz which he: 'who 
throughly believes , will never be able to give: any 
other reaſon of Prayer, or any Exerciſe of Devo- 
tion, but that which Zexo gave his Servant why he 
beat him; aivery bad one m Religion. But above 
all things, he will be a very-Fool to-put himſelf to 
any great trouble or expence-for a Teſt] of his 
Piety : he willnever ere Altars, or build Temples 
roſuch a God as Jupiter 3 who being overpowred 
by the more Supreme Deſtiny, when his Dear Friend 
was hearflainin the War, uſes a pittiful Interjection, 
the invention-of fome miſerable Mortal. —— k | 
- %Ouer iyny Oe ww Hapeiidiya $ixraler Ian; 
wn = Ned Jeb o MurdIvid ao Pram 
. "The 1 ner, the Univerſe, was their Sapreme | 
oo bogey. and Motion,/the Principles of 
her Divmity. © Andfiirely , if we conſider thelats 
ter Ages of Chriſtianity, who-can we aceuſcof that 
unſpeakable devaſtationof Sacred Places, bur they 
who boaſte#of their mpulſes? 'who have introdu- 
eed that barbarousruſtivity into-the ſerviceof God 
fomuch whey] who have Eſpoufed the Theolo- 
gy of the Stoitks? Was it not unſufferable pte- 
ſumption to invite the Deity into their own Souls, 
by no other argument , than the proptianation of 
his Temples ? or when they had overthrown his Al- 
tars, to offer hmm their hearts 'foll of Sacritedge for 
his habitation ? Into the Soul that'is defied Wif 
dotn will not enter. God is faid to dwell in his 
Saints, and their Bodies are called the Temples:of 


 the.H, Ohoſt; So he did of Ot, and-yet the loved 


the Gates of Sion more than all the dwellings/in Jre 


IMe 


phy 
warthe wneee wee ora Haan F. the ſe- 
ver t boneſty ; wain my. 1n 

and ſo will I approachthy holy Altar, . = Princs 
tive Writers indeed, in their. A , 90s: i 


| op | 
avec opere wor poſit * nonne melins in noſir4 dedi- 
candus g mente # in noſtro imo ee py els pe- 


Fore ? other ſuch paflages do occur in Origen, 
Arnobius , Latantins but either they areſpoken 
by way of Rhetorical compariſon ,,(C becauſe from 
undoubted Authority it doth appear, that before 
that time the Chriſtians had not only Publick Places 
of Worlbip, but that they had been ſeveral times 
demoliſhed by the Edicts of the Emperours)) or elſe 
they muſt be underſtood, that the Chriſtians had no 
ſuch Temples as the Heathens, wherein the Images 
of their Adored Deities were placed, the terminati- 
on of their Worſhip, and plain Idolarry. 

In the beginning of Chriſtianity, it isnot reaſon- 
able to expeCt any great and ſumptnous Buildings, 
when the Preachers of it were of fo poor and low 
conditions and their Fortugesas unſtable. as the 
Waters upon which they. had: their Habitation, 
What Oratories could they farnih, who. fold their 
Ships, and all they had, to follow Chriſt? They then 
aſſembled in private houſes , where they had the 
highelt 


fr (12) | I 
higheſt Rooms allowed them , by the Piety of the 


bo mes ſer apart forthe ſole __— 
Relipion : For Shich Charity Aquile' 1 d Pri- 


of 
 fſeilla, Nymphas\and Philemon, fhal} be Recorded to 
all Generations, In the heat of Petrſccntions they 
metinDetis and Caves'of the Earth, arid) fling Prat- 
ſe5'to the Oreat- Creator in Subterrancous places, 
where the light of the Sun neyer came : inmemor 
of which our Altats yet burn, and teſtifie our thank- 
fulneſs'to God for the —__— enjoy. Some- 
times they had their $j#axe? in Woods:and Gtoves, 
whichthet' truly therited the ſtile of Sacred and Re- 
ligious : Somerimes in' Czmeteries , and (over the 

ombs of them which died in the Lord; where 
they inflamed one anothers Zeal with the recordyris 
on of their Faith, ahd received new Life and Cou- 
rage from the Aſhes of Martyrs, and hopes of aRe- 
ſurrection. | | 

So low vere the Foundations of Chriſtian Char- 
ches laid, in the humility ofa condition deſigned to 
ſuſtain the height of that glory, to which not 1 
after, they tid ariſe, For it would be too mu 
to tell you, how theſe contemptible beginnings en- 
creaſed to that proportion, as like the little Stone 
cut out ofthe Mountain, to over-top the Splendid 
Heathenifme of the Nations. How 'they ſtruck 
dumb the'famed Oracles of Jupiter and Apollo ; ma- 
king them forget their Poerry firſt, and then con- 
demned to eternal ſilence all their ambigaous re- 
ſponſes. How they overthrew the Idolatrous Al- 
tars, Teveledtheir Temples with the ground, broke 
in pieces the Amphitheaters, and conſecrated the 
Pantheotts to the worſhip of the only” truc Eter- 
nal God, How the Prieſts of the Gentiles _ 

| e 


| (13) 
| ed, and with unfeigned forrow, early begun to cc- 
| lebratetheFunerals of a Religion) which had al- 
ready received its mortal wound, when, the very . * 
day after the crucifixion of our Saviour,” along the gs ne 
Arcadian Shore it groaned,and fiphed its laſt, Great 116. 7. cap 3- 
Pan is dead. The Treaſuries of the Church were no 
longer now ſupplyed with the mit2s of the poor; but 
filled with the Eſtates of the Rich and Honourable. 
One dedicated his Bathes, another his Houſe to the 
erection of Titles, and frequently the dying perſon 
commended his Soul to God, by bequeathing his 
Eſtate ta the encouragement of Religion, So-the 
Hauſe of Pudess, a Noble Senator mentioned: ( 2 
Tizw. 4. ) and of Theophilus of Antioch , St. Lukes 
moſt excellent Patron, were converted iinto Chriz- 
ſtian Temples. Within an hundred years after the 
death of our Saviour ; we readin the Dialoguealſcri- 
bed to Lucian, called Philopatris, & MN #1ix0o4y (ſayes 
Critins ) o1Þ ned; 44 wines, x, xearius ibs, avebd8ode Ty 
ares ceaturral duo wr, yovcberrer dinor evils, (hy 
"Our @& + Mmnads' ones, Repreſenting the Alſemblies 
of the Chriſtians, we paſled through iron Gates, 
and brazen Threſholds, when after many winding 
Aſcents we came to an Houſe, - whoſe Roof was o- 
yerlaid with Gold. Nor is the Authority of this 
Book made lefs, by any thing that either Bloxdel, in 
oppoſitiofhfo the we yo ax of Churches, or the So- 
cinians, in favour of their Antitrinitarian Opinion, 
have diſputed ; feeing it is certain ( whoever was 
the Author it was written. ( if not about the time Marcilins 
of Nero, as ſome think, yet ) in the Reignof Trajan, Ry 
whoſe conqueſts over-the Parthians he plainly doth 
congratulate. . He that conſiders the: ſevetal Chafles 
of Ferſons, to every of which was an appointed 

ic Station 
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(14) 

Station in the Church , and. the. diſtin, degrees, 
through which they paſſed inthe primitive diſcipline, 
before they were accounted perfect, muſt conclude, 
that not a confuſed aflembling , but a deſigned, 
methodized place was onely capeablc of.ſo regular, 
and orderly proceedings. "i; . 

The poverty of their affairs did- aot difcour 

the Chriſtians, nor the rage of their enemies afiri 
© Them; but: they met together in hallowed places, 
where they prayed for the lives of their Perſecutors 
and did uo other hurt, than what  2lizy relates » 
in his known Epiſtle.” Bnt if -at any time, either 
policy of State or the goodneſs of the Emperour, 
gave them releaſe from their afflictions, and exer= 
ciſe of their religion, then could they nor reſt 
ſatificd to ſerve God, amidſt ruins and deſolations; 
but, with ſumptuous charpes, they reedified the fal- 
ca Churches, which,, far- ought they knew; the 
next breath of an.angry Tyrant might again throw 
to the ground. When the cas Chriſtian, 
then was there an Emblem of the general refurre- 
Nc a5, ion © Religion ſeem tobe clad in the joyes- of im- 
* £ddewy < Mortality : their Temples aſcended above all clouds 
46 "x4 and tempelts, not afraid of a ſecond death. Then 
es! Lyne” was there, in every Town and City, laſting monu. 
«, E:ſcb. ments raiſed to that God who had at length tam- 
liv. 12+C-2- eq the madneſs of the people, had ſpoken the word 
and delivered them from further fears'of Stormes , 
and Shipwracks. | Then might = have Seen the 


Ga Splendorjof Paxlirns his Cathedral at Tyre — 5! 
) d&« 


anaeleiey 13s mirtas ti Tas mTpara; wobl's Finegigay Tas 
Her at the fir(t ſight /to attract the eyes and hearts 
of the enemies of the Faith :as the Panegyriſt at 
that. Dedication doth expreſs it. From thence that 
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( uryicn $47 yoroa) great and heavenly quire made Pe v'i4Con- 
6 rm 


haſt to per the like ſolemnity at Jerwſalemr. 
Jernſalem! the City of the great God, he was once 
well known in thy palaces and inthe gates of 870: 
The glory of all nations the joy.of the whole earth 
where the Lord ſaid he would dwell for ever | 
in thee was he worſhipped. with the beauty ofho- 
lyneſs; till by the rebellion of thy people, the 
wicked obſtinacy of thy Prieſts and Rulers, when 
they exab=murdred the Lord of life and glory, 
the vail of thy Temple rent in- ſunder, the gates 
flew open on their own accord, and a dreadful voice 
was heard let us go hence. Then did the Scepter 
and the Glory depart from Iſrael ,- then was thy 
holy place prophaned with all impurities and bu- 
fied in the duſt, Behold now thy King cometh, 
whom thou ,wouldſt not to reign over thee, in 
reatneſs , Power, and Triumph; over the deſpiſed 
odging of his birth, ſhall be built a glorions Tem- 
ple to his Name. Every place, which formerly 
entertained his Sacred Perſon, ſhalt be turned in- 
to an Oratory, every ſpot of earth whereon he 
ſtood ſhall for ever be accounted holy ground, 
Here will we raiſe Altars, to the memory of every 
action which he did, and conſecrate to eternity 
the particulars of his Sufferings; hither ſhall reſort, 
from the utmoſt ends of the earth, the wearie 
Pilgrim,and proſtrate pay theVow?, which he made 
in trouble, at his ſhrines, here the mournful penirent 
ſhall power fourth floods of teares where He wept, 
\ ſhall love the place where He was ſcourgetand b 
thoſe ſtripes ſhall be healed, Here ſhall the diſconſo- 
late ſpend his life in ſacred retirement,and all devout 
employments; here laſtly ſhall men dedicate their 
C-2 | t!me 
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time to Diviner Studies, write Commentaries upon 
his Life, and defences of his Religion.” To this 
new Jeruſalem it was they made haſte from Tyre 
to the Encznia of a Magnificent Tettple, where 
was a concourſe of holy Confeſlors and Biſhops 
fron all parts of the Chriſtian World, atterided by 
an intiumerable company of every particular Na- 
tion. Some ſanttified r Solemnity with devout 
prayers, an Pious exhortations;. ome made Orati- 
ons upon the virtues of the Emperour, extolling 
the ſincerity of his love to Religion, and the ho- 


| nour he paid to Martyrs." Others compoſed devour | 


meditations , frbtn "paſſages 'of holy' Scripture, to 
the” occaſion. They who were not of ſuch attain- 
ments made their Devotions ( 3vglars dyauns 2 jerome; 
legreyians |) with nnbloody Sacrifices , and-m ſtical 
Seryices, praying for the peace of the Church and 
Happineſs. of the Emperqur. The frequeney of af- 
ter-Dedications are not here tobe mentioned, nor 
need we add any thing in defence of them; it 
being ſo much a part of natural Religion, and Gods 
ready acceptahce of this in the Text fo ſolemnly 
performed, 1s an infallible - Argument , -that many 
Ceremonies in divine Worſhip, are approved by 
him, for which no particular command can be pro- 
duced, It is childiſh impertinency, when God hath 
iven us ſcnſe and reaſon, befides general rules m 
ipture, for our direQtjon, to expecta divine Re» 


velation .to lead us by the Hand} aid mark out 


every {tep we are to go. I have hallowed 'rhis 
Houſe, that thou haſt built, that is, what youofter, 
F do accept_and will bleſs it, for thoſe ends you 
have deſigned it. But ſome people are fo afraid 
of the Law of Moſes, as if they had been preſent 

at 


-— 


C37.) 
© at the Thunder -and -Lighening, :the- Shakeings of 
Mount $ige?, So terrified, are they, at the very: 
name of the Ceremonial Law., that they are not 
capable of underſtanding what it is 3 nor will learn 
to diitinguiſh betwixt, what is ſo indeed, and what 
oa, / the reſults of nature and common rea- 
» Ta iynaina Tiwakt weauts 13nu@ , £ xax6; Tres 
Of ſo undoubted A aclqaity it is in hriſtianity , 
that Blordel himſelf, (who writan Apology for his 
own opinion, rather than St, Hierem's ) acknow- 
ledges Dedications to haye been performed with 
the Solemnity of Prayer ; onely, he urges againſt 
the Superſtitious Ceremonies of the Romanilſts,; and 
will be ſure not to allow the Biſhop the chief dif. 
poling of the Office, which yet is ever reckoned in 
the number of his Prerogatives. | | 
They, who — typical ſignification to 
every particularunder the Law, diſpute that none 
ought to be retained, as. receiving their full imple- 
tion under the Goſpel, ſeem not carefully to have 
attended the confequence of the Argument; whileſt 
hey endeavour to give it an unbounded force, they 
make it altogether loſe its ſtrength, encr the 
ſhadow to fuch a vaſtnefs, as to take away the light 
of the very Sun,and "_ Univerſal Darknefs upon 
all Divine Revelation. If all ſhall be received for 
the ſence of Scripture, which the Allegorizing wits 
of men, warmed with thinking ; have obtrudedz who 
ſees not; upon what a Rack the literal ſence will 
be put, tortured into fuch confellions as will call 
in queſtion its Truth, and deſtroy its Being. All 
Ages, as our own, have found, that the immode- 
rate indulging Spiritual meanings, .have rendered 
the Scripture but a dead Letter, It ſeemsa peaope 
ng. 
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thing tomake apt ſimilitudes: Allegories havebeen * 
the entertainment of great wit, and high Devotion: 
too oft alſo the refuge of Herefie, when deſerted 
of plainer Scripture, We give due reverence'to 
the pious induftry of thoſe, who by this method 
of Interpretation, have performed any thing which 
may with pleaſure perſwade to Vertue, or illuſtrate 
the Analogy of Faith. Yet will not the quickneſs 
of Fancy be alwayes found, to ſerve the ends of 
reaſoning. It may delight, but not convince; it 
may incline, but not ſatisfie the inquiſitive. nnder- 
ſtanding. Such do appearto have been the extra- 
vagancies of this kind, that having treated Sacred 
Scripture with the like levity, as the Jewes by their 
Gematria, they have been little leſs ridiculous, nor 
can they be entertained without prejudice to the 
commonfFaith,and great inconvenience in believing- 
the Egyptians and Greeks had theic Mythology, The- 
ology moralized : the Jews not without probability, 
pretend an ancient Cabala they ſay from the time 
of Moſes , 10 which St, Paul ſeemes to refer, well 
underitanding the learnnig of his own Nation. The 
Scripture alone muſt put bounds to our Faith in 
this particular , nor arewe obliged to acknowledg 
any other Types, than what we find there declar- 
cd. .'As to our preſent inſtance, the Temple, or 
Tabernacle is not ſaid by the Apoſtle ( Heb. 9.g.) 
to be a figure, but thoſe Ordinances of worſhip 
therem obſerved, Gifts and Sacrifices impoſed on 
them till the time of Reformation, 

St. John ſaw no Temple in the new Jeruſalem; 
that is, as the Jewes, in the dayes of the Meſlias 
expcct a Temple, but dificrent trom any they had 
before, as is that deſcribed in the viſica of Ezekiel, 

1. What 


(19) | 
.2., What Dedication doth imply, as the reaſo. 
nableneſs of it. "i | | 


1... That hereby the place becomes pub- 
lick for Gods Service. For the Churchof Chriſt 
being Catholick, and intended to include whole 
mankind, it is no leſs honourable than neceſlary 
for the maintenance of Religion, that the celebra- 
tion be as publick as the deſign of it z-both the 
better to. invite the unconverted to the ſame Profet- 
ſion , as alſo to.preſerveit ſeIfentire from Herefie 
and Schiſm, which private Conventicles have always 
bred and fomented, One reaſon of thoſe Hereſies 
which much defaced the beantie of the primitive 
Faith , was that they being denyed the publick 
exerciſe of Religion, were conſtrained to divide in- 
to many little bodies, whereby he who had « mind 
had the opportymiry. by his wit and ambition to 
tyrannize over the Faith of others, and to compo: 
a Church of Diſciples ftiar to himſelf. - And it 
was great wiſdom in the Diſpenfation of the Jews, 
the inſtitution of three” general Feſtivalls every 
year, at which the whole Nation was bound to ap- 
pear, whereby they ſecured the unity and integri- 
ty of the Worſhip , whilſt they had no/longinter- 
yals to- forget the conſtant 'ſerled” method of Re- 
ligion,.or to invent and propagate new.* Th 
had alſo but one Temple in the whole Land, whi 
as it {ignified the profeflibn of one- God , in+ op- 
poſition tothe plurality of the Heathens 3 ſo was it 
alſo an effeCtual Bar to all 'Schiſtn 'and Innovation. 
The Religion of Chriſt indeed' is of another Na- 
tare, of .much larger extent 'than from Dazx to 
Beerſheba , intending the advantage of more: than 
a lit:le ſpot of ground, not two hundred miles m 
; length ; 
my 
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length ; for all Nations ſhall worſbip him, and his 
Dominion ſhall: be from one end of the Farth: to 
the other : And therefore our Saviour told the Wo- 
man of Samaria,, that neither in that Mountain, 
nor yet at Jerwſalew , ſhould they worſhip the Fa- 
ther : but whereſoever a Temple was built, there 
in the purity of his ſervice, might they find his 
preſence. Happy wasthat.time , when m what part 
of the world ſocyer a good Chriſtian might chance 
to be, he might have found the doors of Charches 
wide open to his Devotion, and God worſhipped 
in that form and order, to which without either 
ſcruple of his own Conſcience, or offence to o- 
thers , he heartily could conform : when ſo incon- 
ſiderable-were. the differences of Worſhip, that 
{o prudent and pious a Biſhop as S. 4mvbroſe thought 
it his duty , whether at Rowe or Alan, or any 
other place , to obſerve its Cuſtoms, and joyn in 
Sacred Offices; when he might have travelled from 
Eaſt toWeft , and as ſoon have diſcovered another 
Sun, as another diſtin& allowed Religion. Even 
in S. Auſtin's time, if a man askt the way ro a Ca- 
tholick Church, no. Dezatiſ# ( that had not the 
ill humour of a Jew ) durſt have preſumed to di- 
reft him to his own, But now iato how man 
thonſmnd pieces doth that Catholick Doctrine ſtand 
divided; whillt it .is forced ta put on as many 
ſhapes, as frail men are ſubjcct to imaginations? 
How many Altars:fmoak to it , with no other than 
the Sacrifice of Fools! Strange Fire, and Incenſe, 
wherewith God 1s not delighted , becauſe himſe}f 
did never kindleit: Asif the Holy Jcfas had been 
—_— cver to remain in Infancy 3 no where/to 
be 


ound or worſhipped , but in Stables; unſeemly, 
unhal- 
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uohallowed- places 3 and his Religion neyer to 
take part of that Happineſs which . Inſpired Pro. 
phets have foretol4. In Religion, as in the Hea- 
vens, were our underſtandings placed in clear and 
pare light, undiſturbed with pafſion, prejudice or 
intereſt, and Earthly affeftions, we ſhould ſoon 
diſcover the eaſineſs - and native ſimplicity of its 
motions, no-contrariety , no irregularity there; 
and that only man made Epicycles, little fancies 
of his own , and fallly ſaid Cod lodged in 
them. 

2. Dedication doth imply, that we part with our 
own right in the thing, and make God the ſole 
Owner. So So/omon prayed, Ariſe , O Lord God, 
intothy reſting place, thou, and the Ark of th 
ſtrength : And therefore at the Conſecration , both 
of the Tabernacle and Temple, God by moſt mani- 
feſt and extraordinary (igns declared his takivg poſ- 
ſeflion of them : for the Glory of the Lord filled 
theTabernacle, and the Cloud filled the Houſe of 
the Lord. God is the Lord of all the Larth, and all 
that we have, and by the particular aſlignment of 
ſome part , we confeſs his Title to the whole, So 


the great King of Perfia ( to whom, fitting Enthro- - 


nedin S»ſa or Ecbatane, the Author of the Book De 
Mundo hath compared. God ) uſed to demand 
yir 4 #4»; of thoſe Nations whom he intended to 
bringuader his-Subjection ; and that little he ac- 
cepted as an acknowledgment of his Dominion, 5 
the denial was a bidding - Defiance to his Power. 
There are two conſequences of this. 

1. Firſt, That ſeeing its Gods own, we take great 
care of our behaviour towards it + Reverence, my 
SanQtuary 3 Holineſs ts thy Houſe for c- 

| ver : 
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ver : In ourentrance put off thy Shooes (im Weſtern -- 
phraſe our Hats) for the place whereon thou ſtand- 
eſt is holy ground. Keep thy feet when thou goeſt 
into the Houſe of God. The Adoration by bowing, 
is a moſt reaſonable acknowledgment of that Ma. 
jeſty we do approach : The Greek Liturgies call it 
p11 vey mii; to pntus inmind, that we ought to 
have thc humility , as we have the indigencies of a 
Penitent Sinner, What compuyſedneſs of mind, and 
fled devotion, purity of heart , and innocency 
of hands, ought to be preſerved in that place, 
where God fays his Eyes and his Heart fhall be per- 
petrally ?. he will more cafily pardonthe miſcarri- 
riages of life committed amidſt our fecular-im- 
ployments , than thoſe Errours which" profane 
that place, where Religion ought to be our bu- 
lneſ. 

2. That we never think of alienating it from 
that holy u to which we have deſigned it, $0 
jealous is God in this particular, that he would 
not ſuffer the Cenſors of the Rebels to be imploy- 
ed to common uſes, but for the ſervice of 'the 
Temple. He asks the Queſtion by way of Admira- 
tion, Will a man rob God? Bacriledge is a Crime 
which the Heathens generally fo abhorred , that in 
their Hiſtories more ſevere judgments are records 
ed to have befallen the Committers of it , than of 
any other ſin againſt the Law of Nature, The &s- 
mans , in the heigt.t of their Conqueſts, always 
preſerved due reſpett to ſacred places; and when. 
they thought it conventent utterly to deftroy a Ci- 
ty , they always by certain Ceremonics invited the 
Gods, under whoſe tuition it was, to a fair remo« 
val, and civilly promiſed them more fortunate 

labita- 


habitations. 'bylwaS, a term of the foul infa. 
my and reproach imaginable. Onfy Chriſtians (in 
the Apoſtles words ) becaufe they abhor Idols, 
think: God will caſtly difpence with Sacriledge : 
Becauſe they have a better name , tRink _ may - 
ſecurely be guilty of more horrid ations, Where- [1 
as God was always tender of his Jada”, = z and, | 
though by methoJs to us undiſcernable, ſeldom 
leaves the boldneſs of this fin unpuniſhed ; but firſt 
or laſt, uſes his own ways and times for the regain- : 
ing of hisright, as our own eyes have ſeen, For = 
as by the overflowing of Ni{gs , all particular poſ- 3 
ſeflions become undiſtinguiſhed , and would for x 
ever remain confuſed in Mire and Dirt , did not | 2 
Geometry, after the rage of the River is aflwaged, 
recover the ancient bonnds , and grateful'y ſecure 
. "that property to which it ows its firſt Original : 
Sowhen an armed Impicty, m this our Land, as a 3 
Mighty Flood , brake down the Banks betwixt F 
things Sacred and Common, ſwallowed up Chur- 
ches with their Revennes, and Jaid deſolate the 
Sanctuaries of Piety and Religion , the Inheritance 
- of the Lord was well nigh loft in fo great anIn- | 
undation,, had: not that Cod (% &« youudlen ) the : 
Great Geometer of the Univerſe, come down with 
his Line and Meaſuring Rod in his hand , ( as once 
he did to Ezekjels Temple )) and meaſuring the 
height, length , and breadth of our*Church, re- FL 
trived every part Which it did poſſes, and mira- ” 
culouſly redit to all its ofd proportions. 

3. Laſtly, We will confider the effe&ts of this 
'Confecration, 

1. Firft, as to God:'T have hallowed this Houſe 
to putmy Namethere for Os and mine eyes and 

| . 2 my 
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my heart ſball be there perpetually : In all places 
_ I record my Name ,, there will I come 'and- 
bleſs thee, By which,, and many other expreſli- 
ons , he aſſures us of his 'more peculiar preſencein 
places ſanCtified to his Worſhip,” 1 will not now 
diſcourſe the preſence of Angels in Chriſtian Aſlem- 
blies 3 it ſeeming to Learned men to have Founda- 
tion in Scripture , may piouſly be believed, and 
to be that Retinue which makes up the Court of 
the Heavenly King, The Gentiles , by the Power 
of Magical Arts, ſuppoſed their Gods impriſoned- 
in their Temples, to inhabit the Images fixed there, 
and to be refreſhed with the ſmoak and fumes of 
Sacrifices. God may be found in Woods or De- 
farts, in a Dungeon or-.a Priſon, in the wild 
Fields Or open Air, but in tis own Houſe is his 
rromiſed rehdence. Here will 1 dwell, for I have 
deſired it : Hearken thou to the Supplications of 
thy People Iſrael , when they pray towards this' 
place. If a man treſpaſs againſt his Neighbour, 
and come before thine Altar in this houſe; if thy 
People Iſrael be ſmitten down before the Enemy, 

and make ſnpplication before thee in this 
houſe , when Heaven is ſhut up that there be no 
Rain if they pray ' towards this place, then 
hear thou in Heaven ; and when thou heareſt, for- 


IVE, 

2. The effeft upon our ſelves will. be greatly to 
encreaſe Devotion , and promote ourPiety in our 
Addrefſles made in ſo holy a place, There are few, 
I ſuppoſe, of ſo ſetled a Stoical humour, asto be 
influenced by no- external circumſtances/inReligi- 
on. Thedecorouſneſs of the Building, the gravity 
of the Auditory , the ſolemnity of the Service, and 


the 
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but to. cauſe to nauſeate and Icath the Offering 'of 
the Lord, The former winds up to too high a pitch, 
the latter lets down to toQ great a or ker which 
do equally ſpoil that 1omir Nrewy of the Soul,” ( as 
Philo calls it ) wherein conſiſts the health of Its 
Conſtitution z only the Church of Exgland, like 
Virtue it ſelf, preſerves its Eflerice, by being placed 
betwixt.two oppoſite Vices , its deadly Enemies : 
Here is comelineſs without afleted gaudinefs, beau- 
ty without meretricious painting , gravity without” 
a pieviſh moroſity : a Religion , which being moſt 


fitted to the nature of man, cannot but be molt ac- 


ceptable unto God, How dreadful is this place! 
it 1s no other but the Houſe of God), and this is the 
Gate of Heaven. Here are the nva« Myydas Baoados, 
the Port and Reſidence of that King , whoſe ble{ 
ſings (not like Iſaacs ) never are exhauſted, ' Here 
thou need'ſt not wait for thoſe milder times, when, 
only that Serene Jupiter of the Flattering Poet 
would givea favourable Audience ; But. when ever 
thy heart is oppreſſed with grief, or thy condition. 
with neceſſities; whenever thy joysor thy ſorrows, 
thy Petitions or thy praiſes are become too big fort 
a mortal breaſt , here thou mayſt come and emp 

thy ſelf, Heaven will receive them. In thoſe Ads 
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Ohh ligion, whefe we moſt retire our ſelves out © 
of the World , and command our, thoughts from * 
purſuance of. earthly pleaſures, wherein the "de- 
vout mind betakes. it ſelf toa nearer converſe with 
God, when the doors of thy Chamber are ſhut, 
and an awful and reyerential Darkneſs fills thy lit- 
tle Cloſet. when-a (till filence all over giyes thee 

leaveto open thy breaſt , and powre out thy heart * 
to thy Father which 1s in Heaven; when with the 
fervency of thy Devotion the fire kindles , and thy 
heart burns within thee; although thon canſt not 
boaſt with Leyela, of being litr up ſome diſtance 
from the ground, nor tell of dark Viſions of darker 
Interpretation; » J*t tell me, if thou canſt, thou hap- 
py.Soul, what unſpeakable pleafure thou perceivett. 
Doſt thou not ſee Heaven opened? or rather, do 
not thoſe unſpotted joys croud in upon thee , ready 
to overwhelm thee ? Although thy Will be Infinite, 


as is truly ſaid , doth it not here find fatisfaftion 2 


Is not this the Joy which the Apoſtle ſpeaks is full 
of Glory ? Does not the Preſence of Cod ſeem to 


forſake its Throne in the Immenfe Heaven, and fill 
thy little Room, , as, once it did the Temple? 
Thou now thinkcſt thy felf in 'Heaven : - Thou 
art much above this World, and in this temper canſt 
eaſily deſpiſe 'all its moſt flatrering Temptations, 
The Temple is truly 4:99% 255-@ , Heaven upon 
Earth; as Joſephus ſays of Moſer his Tabernacle,thar 
it was made 93; pinoy Tas 0,0. eiwr in Imitati- | 
on of the Univetfe; the Holy. of Holies was the 
Heaven of Glory , the Seven Lamps the number of 
the Planets, placed inclining, to reprefent the oblj. 
quity of the Zodiac. Tn this plepgnn@ rows, as he 
calls it, God was; and hither they had reſort wa 

- tharr 


We 
their difficulties: aud ſagh an, one did Conſtantine 
carry throughout his \ ars , that he might never 
' want that Preſence, upon whoſe Blefling all his Suc- 
ceſles did depend, . 

Inthe, Viſion which S. John ſaw (Revel. 4.) there 
ſeems to be in the-ſecond ſenſe, a ſhort reſemblance 
of the Chriſtian Churth : There was a' Throne ſet 
in Heaven, the Metropolitan Seat of S. Jawes at Je- 
ruſalem , round abont the Throne four and.twenty 
Elders , who having Crowns on their Heads , mult 
be the Biſhops of his Province; out of the Throne 


proceeded Lightningsand Thundrings, and Voices #1»: pine 
> ada gage 4 the Diſcipline and Dogrine of 'the & 24 


Church ; ſeven Spirits are the Deacons, the 
number of the firſt Eletion : Before the Throne 
was a Sea of Glaſs, like unto Chryſtal, repreſepting 


the Baptiſm of the Church, And laſtly , their ſet nave 2 3+ 
form of Divine Service; they reſt riot day” nor Tergldes 
vight , crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, *% fs xd 
which was, and is, andis tocome, But more parti- 52% nave 
cularly we.will conhder thoſe three parts, of which Jails wav 


eſpecially Chriſtian Temples were compeſed , viz, 
ra pO nk, ye.os» « 7y10v bnyue. 

lathe little ſpot of ground, through which ye go 
into the Temple , ſtand and think that more are bu- 
ried there, thana whole City will contain, Behold 
the.riling Graves , which {well no more with the 
Great and Proud, than with the, Poor and moſt de- 
fpiſed man : No-ſweet. r Flowers ſpring from the 
perfumed Bodies of Princes, than the putrified 
Sores of Lazarus, How. tame and quiet lye thoſe 
ambitious Monarchs, and great Oppreflors, whoſe 
Voice once, Ike Thynder, made os Nations trem- 
ble. Sce the Rich-Cg/;zs his Tomb, how are all his. 


large 
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large. Poſſeſſions ſhrunk poly to three Ells of 
' ground.” Silent now reſt the diſputing Drvine , and 
the wrangling School.-man : Thy near Relations, 
and dearelt Friends., whoſe Converſe thou loved(t 
as thy Soul, if thou ſpeakelt will not anſwer,” nor , 
tell thee what is the other life. Here the weary are 
at reſt ; no ſighs, no groans, no mirth, no jaughtet 2 
the Rich taſtes ro more the pleafure of his Luxury, 
and Abundante ; nor do the Miſerable feel the pain 
of Poverty, and Opprefſion. Here is no Ambition, 
noRevenge, Ceſar and Pompey's Urns n_y ſtand as 
cloſe together, as of Pamphilus and Exſebins, Hi- 
ther we all make haſte, and over our Graves, cre 
long, ſome-body will diſcourſe as now we do. 

. Theſe thoughts are common to all mortal men, 
and were the ſureſt' relief the Philoſophical Hea- 
thens had ; whereby,'they mollified the ſharpeſt 
miſerics of hnmane life : But the good Chriſtian 
hath a more certain Conſolation , being aſſured of 
a far more glorious Immortality, than they by their 
moſt ſerious Diſquilitions could attain : For this is 
not common but ſacred ground , a repoſitory of 
Bodies till the laſt day, a Dormitory till the Reſur- 
rectimh , proper to thoſe who die in the Faith of 
Chriſt, and Communion with his Church, And 
certainly unwiſe are they, who deſpiſing the 'Au- 
thority of the Church, pertinacioully refuſe” to 
give latisfaCtion to that Cenſure which they have 
deſerved and yet think to take as quick a Riſe 
to Heaven from a Garden , or common'Field, as if 
they lay preſſed with no ſuch heavy burden, Is it 
a pleaſant Dvuom to be 'coſt out of the Chureh, 
and not to have the Burial of a Chriſtian, whilſt 
Saints and Martyrs !yc under the Altar > The Hea- 

thens 


, (29) 
thens permitted no Burial to them who had not 
been initiated into their Myſteries * The Jews Cir- 
cumciſe the Body of him who died without it; and 
ſome Chriſtians (ot condemned far this ) Bapti- To 
xed others for the Dead: And in all Religions, Mrorg S4uTs 
none were believed happy in the World to come, "1% 2977” 
who died out of the.Communion of their ſacred = — 
things. It is good to be wiſe before the Day of wage "Ee 
adgment 3 for Excommunication being irtluded ger 45+ 
in the Nature of all Societies, without which they your Ty6- 
cannot ſubfiſtz God, who hath Conſtituted the So- oy C horus 
ciety of his Church, will not leave its Cenfures a- '- 
gain{t the Rebellious without effect, AB. 1, 
1, The Porch (or »4grf) was the firſt part of the 
Temple reſerved for thoſe various ſorts of Peni- 
tents, which the degrees of Crimes, and wary ad- 
miſſion tb the Communian of the Church, had in- 
troduced. They were here kept ſub ferull , not to 
advance, but through all the ſeveritics of Ecclefi- 
altical Diſcipline : Here itood the ( wpocxadiorlsc ) La- 
menters, who underwent the hardeſt buxden of Pe- 
nence, Theſe clad in the vileſt habit, Sackcloth and 
' Alhes, their faces filled with, horrour and amaze- 
ment , did implore the prayers of the Faithful en- 
tring into the Church. Proſtrat! in'mediam , ant? 
viduas, ants Precbyteros, omnium lachrymas ſuaden- 
fer, —_ veſt;gia ry a F m 4 deti> 
wentes, Here you m1 ve leeca milerable-Spe> 
Racles of thole ſims, and, that Donkey 
Church, which our days have made but the Ob- 
jets of Mirth ad ter - You might haveſcen 
the Poltiok but yafortunate Ecebgline, rallinghins 
falf in the dit , killing whe por of. the Saints, beg- 
ging them to trample hum nagar thel feet, if to 
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die, might fatisfie for his Apoſtacies. More than | * 
this , youmight haveſeen the Great 7 xr, Env. 
perour of the World, with the Rerinue of a Prince; 
bur the Humility and' Importunity of a diſtrelfed 
Man , begging of rhat Reſolute Prelate of A/rlan 
admiffion into the Church 3 which he never, with- 
our ſatisfaction, could obtajn. The conſideration 
of theſe, and the other degrees of Penitents, (roo 
!1Ong here to mention ) may make us reflect , how 
hard athing it was, in thoſe better times, to obtain 
pardon of a wilfal ſin by rhe neceſſary Abſolution 
of the Church ; and by thoſe ſeverities,, ſhe preſer- 
ved Honour to Religion, reſpett to her ſelf, and e- 
ven by violence, ſaved the Souls of many ſuch, 
whoſe Salvation we have now cauſe to fear , unleſs 
the way t6 Heaven be much broader than it 
was. Inthispart, after-Ages placed the Holy La- 
ver of Regeneration , wherein we were made the 
Sons of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life , being by 
the Anſwer of a. good Conſcience enlightned, and 
born ag#in : Which Efficacy not only the Jews al- 
lowed to their Baptiſm , but the Heathens alſo to 
their Initiations, that they only after death ſhould 
be happy who were ſo Initiated, and miſerable who 
died without it. | 

2i-From hence, through the great and Silver 
Gates ,"they entred -into the ( ra#s ) Body of the 
Church ,-in- the ' middle of which ſtood the 
dufor, of Pulpit , whence the Congregation recei. 
ved inſtruftions- of Salvation from the Mouth of the 
Preacher. This, the Obje&t of equal both love 
and hatred, is not more defpiſed by ſome, than by 
others held in admirationz to theſe a Stumbling 
Block, to them 'tis Fooliſhneſs;. both' dangerouſly 
perverting. 


(31) "PT IE 
erting -its Qriginal, Jnſticution,.. OF ſv. grear * 
Pa ferions conſequence is the well-mana Ad of 
jr torthe Churches Peace and ſafer of Religion, 
rhat whatſoever Crafty Vi;/es ſhall pain this Palla- 
dium into his poticfiion , twill nor' belong. before 
he Stormebe City, and with Fire apd Flames deſtroy 
the moſt Fouriſhing Kingdom, .- .. 
From this Throne, the Tetrarchs, of time Cas a 
Great Wit calls the Clergy.) command Obedience, 
abour one quarter of the year, from the attentions 
of :cheir too heedich, Auditorics, . This is, the 
Watch-Towre, wlicnce, as from an Egyttian Pha- 
ros the Scers of God dilpence unto the World the 
-Everlaſting Goſpel, a Lanthorn to theit feet, arid'a 
Light untotheir paths. Hence they cry aloud to 
tell Judab his tranſgreſſions, and 1f-ael-his fins; and 
give warning of thoſe Shelves and Sands which have 
drowned multitudes of Souls. From this plare it 
was, S. Peter at one Sermon converted three thou- 
fandtothe Chriſtian Faith ; and ever ſince, Pijous 
Biſhops and Doftors of the Church , have daily ad- 
ded all well diſpoſed minds. Here ſtood 0rieer, it 
whom all the Science both of the Ethnick and Chri. 
{tian Philoſophy was united : The ſtream of his E. 
loquence, as profound as was his Learning , clear as 
his Speculations; no Mud or Froth, but what was 
raiſed by- his too near approach to thoſe Rocks, a- 
gainſt which unwary Wit too often ſuffers Ship- 
wrack. Hence Nazianzen declaimed his Chriſtian 
Philippicks z and hence 4thanaſex;, by the Might of 
/ his Conrage, and Zeal of his-Elocution, ſtopt the 
Sun, as it were, that it did not ſet upon the World, 
delivered Orthodox Faith from a niolt ſtrong Cap- 
tivity, and fear of ſudden de _ Here laſtly yy 
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v7, = Edt | 
the Great Bi of Cote M the very Top 
of Ectlefiaſtical Etbquence; who by his Pious Be. 
haviour, and: Power of his Oratory , drew the 
minds, and bended the hearts of his Princely Audi- 
tory : No Vice ſo high, which his Rhetorick would ' 
not reach; none ſh{trong, which his Preaching did 
not makerelent : And how fooliſh ſoever to preju- 
diceand prophanenefs Preaching may appear , yet 
managed by ſtudy and wiſdom , tt oft-times breaks 
the hareſt heart , makes the moſt ſeared Conſcience 
feel ; it will ffartle the moſt ſecure finner, and ſome- 
time or other will be remembred-by thoſe who moſt 
deride it ; a dark night, a lick bed; or an uncaſie 
{leep, will reconcile the man to this Heavenly Do- 
Erine, and make him abhor the thoughts of jollity \, 
andindifſcretion. - | | 
- 3. Laſtly , Through the Gates called rag am 
they aſcended to the (yt fu) the Holy Altar, 
from which I have too long detained you. To this 
Holy Table therefore let us go , and participate the 
Food of Souls: Therelet us offer up not only this 
Oratory , but our Souls / and Bodies to his moſt 
Fajthfal Service 3 promifing him never more, by any 
wilful ſin, to prophane his Temples, nor:drive away 
his Holy Prelence, . | 
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